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PONDSWEEP BELLOWS
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 HIGHEST PERFORMANCE  EASIEST INSTALLATION  EASIEST MAINTENANCE

PSM’s BELLOWS COLLECT 25-40% MORE POND DIRT THAN OTHER SKIMMERS!

1.  Bellows skimmers skim debris and dust 25-40% stronger than conventional skimmers. This is accomplished 
by a higher efficiency design - virtually all the pump water pumped from the vault is pulled over the top of the 
bellows. In the skimmers of competing products (p. 3), side leaks and bottom hinge leaks allow unskimmed 
water to flow into the vault, creating inherent but largely invisible inefficiencies, that rob these skimmers of as 
much as 25 to 40% of their skimming power.

2.  Bellows, because of their much higher skimming efficiencies can skim an equivalent amount of debris using a 
smaller pump. Cleaner ponds mean less algae and fewer pond cleanouts.

3.  If using the same size pump, a bottom drain can be added with no loss of total skimming compared to a 
conventional skimmer weir or flap.

4.  Smaller pumps consume less electricity.

5.  A 6” opening bellows can be used effectively with pumps as small as 500 gph. No other skimmer works 
effectively with pumps this small.

6.  Conversely, if using the same size pump, larger openings can be used without sacrificing skimming 
performance. EX: 2,000 gph can be used with a 16” opening. This allows larger twigs and leaves to slip into the 
opening with far less susceptibility to clogging the opening.

7.  Fewer bellows sizes need to be stocked. EX: a 6” bellows 
can be used at 500 gph up to 3,000 gph. An 8” bellows can 
use 1,000 to 5,000 gph. A 16” bellows can service pumps 
from 2,000 to 20,000 gph.

8.  If choosing to use a smaller pump (or a two-speed pump) 
larger skimmer boxes with slower water flows can be very 
effective at settling out very fine pond particulates that would 
normally be too small to be collected with other mechanical 
methods such as mats only. (EX: A SK900PRO, 10” bellows 
used with a 1,000 gph pump will still skim but the flow of 
water is sufficiently slow to allow for particles to settle in the 
bottom of the front filter chamber.)

6”, 8”, 10” & 16” bellows Installed bellows

Slower water flow allows particles to settle
in the bottom of the filter chamber. See our Pond-CPR™ 

program for more details.
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9.  Bellows pop-in easily with push-in ratchet fasteners.   Bellows installations take only seconds and no tools are 
required.

10.  On 6”, 8” and 10” wide bellows the liner attachment is separate from the liner attachment.

11.  A separate liner attachment simplifies skimmer 
installation, allows for a visual inspection of the 
seal during the install, allows for a DOUBLE-
SEAL of the liner to the vault, with one of the 
double seals still visually inspectable after the 
install is complete.

12.  A bellows can be closed, allowing the box to be 
drained for easy maintenance. Homeowners love 
this feature!

13.  A closed bellows allows the bottom drain function 
to be inspected as the bottom drain will run into the vault with no other water entering the vault.  This vigorous 
flow will flush any debris caught in the bottom drain plumbing line or call attention to a blockage that might 
otherwise go undetected.
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INSTALLATIONS TAKE ONLY SECONDS AND NO TOOLS REQUIRED!

Insert ratchet fasteners into bellows. Pull flap through. Secure to skimmer with fasteners.
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OUR BELLOWS OFFER SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE!

BELLOWS DEMONSTRATION WITH BACTERIA

An excellent way to demonstrate how effective a PondSweep® Skimmer will remove debris from a pond is to sprinkle 
some dry bacteria on the pond surface near the skimmer. To simulate a competitive skimmer or a box with no 
skimmer door at all, simply push down on the skimmer door so water is coming into the skimmer for the full opening 
height. You will immediately note that there is very little skimming action. Next, lift your hand off the door and watch it 
automatically adjust for the water level in the pond. The bacteria will start flowing into the skimmer, demonstrating the 
much better skimming action from a PondSweep® Skimmer because of its patented bellows door. Failure to properly 
skim a pond of dust and debris before it becomes waterlogged and sinks to the bottom of the pond will require the 
owner of that kind of pond to do more maintenance to make up for the deficient skimmer. PondSweep®  Skimmers 
reduce pond maintenance and keep biological filters functioning better.

PondSweep® Skimmer Bellows

The patented PSM bellows is sealed 
on the sides and bottom. Consequently, 

all the water pumped out of the box, 
2000 gph in this case, flows into the box 

over the top of bellows skimmer weir. 
As pictured here, all 10 arrows create a 
very powerful surface skimming action. 
Far more effective pond debris capture 
means a cleaner pond with fewer pond 

cleanouts required.

PSM Bellows Flow Pattern Other Skimmers Flow Pattern

Example:  Each Arrow represents 200 gph.
A 2,000 gph pump = 10 flow arrows

The patented PSM bellows is sealed on 
the sides and bottom.  Consequently, all 
the water pumped out of the box, 2000 
gph in this case, flows into the box over 

the top of bellows skimmer weir.  As 
pictured above, all 10 arrows create a 

very powerful surface skimming action.

A significant amount of the water 
entering the vault enters through leaks 
on both the sides of the vault and at the 
hinge under the skimmer door.  Wasted 

unskimmed water leaking under and 
along the sides of the weir does not 

create nearly as much surface skimming 
action.  On smaller pumps the 

inefficiency percentage lost can be as 
much as 50%, I.e. on a 1,000 gph pump 

for example, 500 gph can be lost as 
unskimmed water.

PSM Bellows Flow Pattern Other Skimmers Flow Pattern

Example:  Each Arrow represents 200 gph.
A 2,000 gph pump = 10 flow arrows

The patented PSM bellows is sealed on 
the sides and bottom.  Consequently, all 
the water pumped out of the box, 2000 
gph in this case, flows into the box over 

the top of bellows skimmer weir.  As 
pictured above, all 10 arrows create a 

very powerful surface skimming action.

A significant amount of the water 
entering the vault enters through leaks 
on both the sides of the vault and at the 
hinge under the skimmer door.  Wasted 

unskimmed water leaking under and 
along the sides of the weir does not 

create nearly as much surface skimming 
action.  On smaller pumps the 

inefficiency percentage lost can be as 
much as 50%, I.e. on a 1,000 gph pump 

for example, 500 gph can be lost as 
unskimmed water.

Example: Each Arrow represents 200 gph. A 

2,000 gph pump = 10 flow arrows

A significant amount of the water 
entering the vault enters through leaks 
on both the sides of the door and at the 
hinge under the skimmer door. Wasted 
unskimmed water leaking under and 
along the sides of the weir does not 

create nearly as much surface skimming 
action. On smaller pumps the inefficiency 
percentage lost can be as much as 50%, 

i.e. on a 1,000 gph pump for example, 
500 gph can be lost as unskimmed water. 
Inefficient pond debris capture lets more 

dirt sink to the bottom of the pond.

Competitive Skimmers Designs

PSM Bellows Flow Pattern Other Skimmers Flow Pattern

Example:  Each Arrow represents 200 gph.
A 2,000 gph pump = 10 flow arrows

The patented PSM bellows is sealed on 
the sides and bottom.  Consequently, all 
the water pumped out of the box, 2000 
gph in this case, flows into the box over 

the top of bellows skimmer weir.  As 
pictured above, all 10 arrows create a 

very powerful surface skimming action.

A significant amount of the water 
entering the vault enters through leaks 
on both the sides of the vault and at the 
hinge under the skimmer door.  Wasted 

unskimmed water leaking under and 
along the sides of the weir does not 

create nearly as much surface skimming 
action.  On smaller pumps the 

inefficiency percentage lost can be as 
much as 50%, I.e. on a 1,000 gph pump 

for example, 500 gph can be lost as 
unskimmed water.

PSM Bellows Flow Pattern Other Skimmers Flow Pattern

Example:  Each Arrow represents 200 gph.
A 2,000 gph pump = 10 flow arrows

The patented PSM bellows is sealed on 
the sides and bottom.  Consequently, all 
the water pumped out of the box, 2000 
gph in this case, flows into the box over 

the top of bellows skimmer weir.  As 
pictured above, all 10 arrows create a 

very powerful surface skimming action.

A significant amount of the water 
entering the vault enters through leaks 
on both the sides of the vault and at the 
hinge under the skimmer door.  Wasted 

unskimmed water leaking under and 
along the sides of the weir does not 

create nearly as much surface skimming 
action.  On smaller pumps the 

inefficiency percentage lost can be as 
much as 50%, I.e. on a 1,000 gph pump 

for example, 500 gph can be lost as 
unskimmed water.


